Vocational Study Exchange first for Rotary International District 1210 (Shropshire, Staffordshire and parts of the West Midlands)
22nd August 2015 was an auspicious day for the District as the first Vocational Study Exchange team left for Norway. The exchange was for 2 weeks with District 2305, which is a large, mainly rural area north of Oslo, a very beautiful area. The Norwegian team come back to our District in May 2016.

A great deal of thought and planning went into the process through the hard work of the District VSE committee, led by District Governor Nominee Carol Reilly. The 4 team members were selected to join team leader Rotarian Geoff Cooper of the Rotary Club of Stafford Knot.  The Team Members were Anona Potts sponsored by the Rotary Club of Willenhall; Hywell Benbow hosted by the Rotary Club of Ellesmere in partnership with the Rotary Club of Oswestry; Preet Bhachu hosted by the Rotary Club of Walsall Saddlers and Ashley Lovell hosted by the Rotary Club of Darlaston. Grateful thanks to these Clubs for their support.

The vocational skills of the team members included a customer engagement officer for a Housing Association, a senior analyst for Ofsted inspecting Children’s Social Care, a trainee tree surgeon and a trainee Primary School teacher, so a varied group! Local Norwegian Rotarians hosted the team in their homes. Team members spent the larger amount of their time in Norway focussed on their vocational area, but there was also time for meeting local Rotarians, for cultural activities, time with the host families, fun and fellowship.
In preparation for their exchange the team produced a Presentation to use when in Norway. There were two opportunities to experience this presentation prior to their exchange within District 1210.

The whole team were very excited by the prospect of their visit to Norway, and of the opportunity to share their experiences with Rotarians and their Partners in Service on their return to District 1210.

Article by District Governor Nominee Carol Reilly and Vocational Study Exchange Team Leader Geoff Cooper.
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